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Nominees announced for Prime Stage Theatre’s 5th Annual 

High School Drama Awards on Jan. 11, 2025 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PITTSBURGH (Dec. 18, 2024) — Nominees were announced this week for Prime Stage Theatre’s 5th 
Annual High School Drama Awards taking place Jan. 11, 2025 at Hillman Center for the Performing 
Arts in Fox Chapel. 
 
The Drama Awards honor excellence in non-musical plays by student actors, directors and production 
crew. Students from 15 area high schools were nominated in 16 categories. The event annually draws 
around 400 students, teachers and families. 
 
The complete list of the 2025 nominees is at https://primestage.com/events/drama-awards. 
 
“What makes these awards unique,” says Drama Awards coordinator John Dolphin, “is that to be 
eligible, the students must be in a backstage leadership role or an onstage performance role. We encourage 
adult mentorship and assistance, but in the end, these productions are student-run.” 
 
During the evening, the five schools nominated for Best Overall Production will present a short scene 
from their nominated production.  
 
This year’s Best Overall Production nominees are Avonworth High School (12 Angry Jurors), 
Carlynton High School (Sorry, Wrong Show!), Chartiers Valley High School (Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child), Pine-Richland High School (The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon) and Quaker 
Valley High School (Almost, Maine). 
 
Monteze Freeland, co-artistic director of City Theatre, will serve as master of ceremonies; the evening’s 
special guest is Ben King, a 2018 Carnegie Mellon University drama school graduate now working as 
production manager for Hudson Scenic Studios in New York. 
 
“The High School Drama Awards is our way of looking to the future,” says Dr. Wayne Brinda, Prime 
Stage Theatre Producing Artistic Director. “By encouraging these young actors and production specialists 
in their early efforts, we’re building a strong foundation for Pittsburgh theatre in years to come.” 
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Since its founding in 1996, Prime Stage Theatre has presented over 100 plays that introduce student and 
family audiences to classic and contemporary works of world literature. 
The theatre’s current 2024-25 Season of Strength, Voices and Hope includes Great Expectations; 
Looking Forward: The Ruby Bridges Story; I Never Saw Another Butterfly and The Terezin Promise; 
Twelve Angry Men. 
 
In addition, the Monday Night Special Series offers one-night performances of How I Learned What I 
Learned (Jan. 20) with Pittsburgh Actor of the Year Wali Jamal performing playwright August Wilson’s 
riveting theatrical biography; Freedom House: Giving Life a Second Chance (Mar. 3), a staged reading 
of a new play by L.E. McCullough on the birth of America’s first EMS units in 1960s Pittsburgh; Speak 
(May 5), a staged reading of a new Prime Stage Theatre adaptation by Tammy Ryan of Laurie Halse 
AndersonÕs powerful young adult novel presented in partnership with Pittsburgh Action Against Rape. 
 
5th Annual High School Drama Awards sponsors are King Family Giving Fund and SLB Radio; more 
information is at https://primestage.com/events/drama-awards/. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHAT :  Prime Stage Theatre 5th Annual High School Drama Awards 
 
WHEN:  Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 
 
WHERE:  Hillman Center for the Performing Arts, 423 Fox Chapel Rd. Pittsburgh PA 15238 
 
MORE INFO:  https://primestage.com/events/drama-awards/ 
 
Award Categories 
• Best Actor 
• Best Actress 
• Best Supporting Actor 
• Best Supporting Actress 
• Best Student Director 
• Best Student Stage Manager 
• Best Student Scenic Design and/or Fabrication 
• Best Student Lighting Design and/or Operation 
• Best Student Prop Design and/or Fabrication 
• Best Student Sound Design and/or Operation 
• Best Student Costume Design and/or Fabrication 
• Best Student Makeup Design and/or Application 
• Best Student Use of Creative Special Effects 
• Best Student Onstage Run Crew 
• Best Student Program/Post Design and/or Fabrication 
• Best Overall Production 

 
Participating Schools 
• Avonworth High School 
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• Baldwin High School  
• Carlynton High School 
• Chartiers Valley High School  
• Deer Lakes High School 
• Fox Chapel Area High School  
• Hampton High School 
• North Allegheny Intermediate High School 
• Our Lady of the Sacred Heart High School 
• Penn Hills High School 
• Pine-Richland High School 
• Quaker Valley High School 
• Shady Side Academy Senior School 
• Springdale Junior/Senior High School 
• Thomas Jefferson High School 
__________________________ 
 
For more information about the Drama Awards — please contact Connie Brinda, Prime Stage Theatre 
General Manager at cbrinda@primestage.com or at (724) 773-0700. 
__________________________ 
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BEST ACTOR 
 
Connor Hart 
Randall Rodgers in Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Wesley Madge 
Albus Potter in Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
Morgan Adams 
Jim Stark in Rebel Without a Cause 
Deer Lakes High School 
 
Brendan Plowey 
Brett in The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Milo Taylor -Martin 
Steve in Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
 
BEST ACTRESS 
 
Ella Ging 
Juror #3 in 12 Angry Jurors 
Avonworth High School 
 
Abby Horn  
Jo March in Little Women 
Baldwin High School 
 
Danielle Smith 
Gail in Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Jillian Uzelac 
Holly in The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Emma Leghorn 
Easton & Chad in Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
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BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR 
 
Jaycee Kohler 
Sunny Day in Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Ryan Fox 
Ron Wesley in Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
Peyton Moran 
Buzz in Rebel Without a Cause 
Deer Lakes High School 
 
Noah Miller 
Lyman Sanderson in Harvey 
Fox Chapel Area High School 
 
Jake Pazin 
Blake in The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 
 
Aislinn Myrah 
Delphi Diggory in Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
Ashley Kimmell 
Boris Kolenkhov in You CanÕt Take It with You 
Hampton High School 
 
Loren Prisuta 
Carol in The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Addyson McCarthy 
Tasha in The Craving 
Springdale Jr./Sr. High School 
 
Callie Dailey 
Mr. Voldy & Cedric in Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
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BEST STUDENT DIRECTOR 
 
Alice Anderson & Bella Korn 
You CanÕt Take It with You 
Hampton High School 
 
Leo Matthews 
Steel Magnolias 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart High School 
 
Nicole Short 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Jack Miller  
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
Aaron Reed & Gavin Hart 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
 
 
BEST STUDENT STAGE MANAGER 
 
Jonathan Engle & Chloe Baum 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Theo Kistler & Luca Kraft  
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
TEAM  
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Jonathan Munn 
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
Alec Mahathey, Zak Baumgardner & Danny Flatley 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
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BEST STUDENT SCENIC DESIGN AND/OR FABRICATION 
 
Emma Underwood 
Little Women 
Baldwin High School 
 
Jonathan Engle, Austin Gamble & Austin Gonze 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Laura Wells 
Murder Can Be Habit-Forming 
North Allegheny Intermediate High School 
 
Wesley Wright 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Jack Miller & Emma Leghorn  
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
 
BEST STUDENT LIGHTING DESIGN AND/OR OPERATION 
 
Austin Gonze, Traivon Josey & Dominic Mollica 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Theo Walsh & Tyler Deski 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
Alexis Verba 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Braiden Hoffman 
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
Tristan Smith 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
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BEST STUDENT PROP DESIGN AND/OR FABRICATION 
 
Emma Underwood & Abby Horn 
Little Women 
Baldwin High School 
 
April Kanai 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Kahler Salva 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Gabriel Bowers & Rain Lavelle 
The Craving 
Springdale Jr./Sr. High School 
 
Aaron Reed 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
 
 
BEST STUDENT COSTUME DESIGN AND/OR FABRICATION 
 
Lilith Bohin  
Harvey 
Fox Chapel Area High School 
 
Marena Miller & TEAM 
Steel Magnolias 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart High School 
 
Isabella Pivirotto 
Almost, Maine 
Penn Hills High School 
 
Ana Luiza Bacchi & Evelyn Bertiaux 
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
Liberty Neeley 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
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BEST STUDENT MAKEUP DESIGN AND/OR APPLICATION  
 
August Seman 
Little Women 
Baldwin High School 
 
Marrianna Vergerio 
Rebel Without a Cause 
Deer Lakes High School 
 
TEAM 
Harvey 
Fox Chapel Area High School 
 
Evelyn Bertiaux 
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
Brianna Zoller 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
 
 
BEST STUDENT USE OF CREATIVE SPECIAL EFFECTS 
 
Xi Valcheff 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
Tyler Debski 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
Michael Petrucci 
You Can’t Take It with You 
Hampton High School 
 
TEAM 
The Craving 
Springdale Jr./Sr. High School 
 
Tristan Smith 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
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BEST STUDENT SOUND DESIGN AND/OR OPERATION 
 
TEAM 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
TEAM 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
Megan Black 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Lily Toma 
R.U.R. 
Shady Side Academy Senior School 
 
Jeremy Thompson 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
 
 
BEST STUDENT ONSTAGE RUN CREW 
 
TEAM 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
Carlynton High School 
 
TEAM 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
Chartiers Valley High School 
 
TEAM 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
TEAM 
The Craving 
Springdale Jr./Sr. High School 
 
TEAM 
Puffs 
Thomas Jefferson High School 
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BEST STUDENT PROGRAM/POSTER DESIGN AND/OR FABRICATION 
 
Abby Horn 
Little Women 
Baldwin High School 
 
Sophia Muoio & Bridget Fogle 
Steel Magnolias 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart High School 
 
Nicole Short 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
Pine-Richland High School 
 
Anna Luiza Bocchi 
Almost, Maine 
Quaker Valley High School 
 
Willow Racan 
Rebel Without a Cause 
Deer Lakes High School 
 
 
BEST OVERALL PRODUCTION 
 
Avonworth High School  
12 Angry Jurors 
 
Carlynton High School 
Sorry, Wrong Show! 
 
Chartiers Valley High School 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
 
Pine-Richland High School 
The Holiday Channel Movie Wonderthon 
 
Quaker Valley High School 
Almost, Maine 
 

 


